
Todd Bruns is an assistant professor and the institutional repository librarian for Eastern. 
He is responsible for The Keep (http://thekeep.eiu.edu), EIU’s institutional repository, 
which is one of the largest institutional repositories in the Midwest and the second largest 
in Illinois. Professor Bruns also chairs the Booth Library Web Resources Committee, and 
provides reference and bibliographic instruction services. His outreach event, the Edible 

Book Festival, is held every year as the kickoff program for National Library Week.

Curators/Bibliographers

Steve Brantley is an associate professor and the head of reference services at Booth Library. 
He joined Booth in August of 2013. He is the bibliographer for communications studies and 
develops the library media collections, with a focus on world cinema and film history. He 
has an M.L.S. degree and an M.A. degree in media and cultural studies, both from Indiana 
University. 

Ann Brownson is a reference and education librarian and professor who also coordinates 
collection development and other activities of the Ballenger Teachers Center. She has two 
master’s degrees from the University of Iowa, one in library and information science and one 
in postsecondary student development. Her interests outside work include gardening, home 
improvement, pets and travel.

David Bell is a reference librarian at Booth Library. He earned an M.S. in library and 
information science at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and an M.A. in 
English literature at Northern Illinois University.
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Janice Derr is a reference librarian at Booth Library and subject specialist for business. She 
received an M.L.I.S. from the University of Missouri-Columbia and an M.A. in English 
literature from Eastern.

Diane Burns has degrees in geology as well as English and fine arts, having proficiency in 
sedimentology as well as watercolors and 17th-century authors. Her geological interests 
range from investigations into paleotectonism (Pennsylvanian/Permian of the Rocky 
Mountain region), geomorphological evolution of river channels and their impact on land 
use (mid-Illinois region), and outreach/education. She is an associate professor of geology 
at Eastern.

Jeanne Goble is a senior library specialist at Booth Library’s Ballenger Teachers 
Center. She has English, education and library science degrees from Eastern. She has 
interests in the arts, children’s literature and international folklore and customs. She 
has an appreciation for 1960s history, arts and culture.

Joe Hall-Ingram is a library specialist in both the circulation and technology services 
departments at Booth Library. He earned an M.A. in painting and drawing from Eastern  
in 2004.

Robert Hillman is a professor at Booth Library, serving as university archivist and as a 
reference librarian. He has a B.A. degree from Principia College, an M.A. degree from 
the University of Illinois at Springfield and an M.L.I.S. degree (library science) from 
Brigham Young University. He served four years in the Air Force during the Vietnam 
War era, and he was a close observer of national and world events during the 1960s.
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Allen Lanham is dean of library services at Eastern Illinois University. He has degrees 
in library science and music from the University of Rochester, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, Arkansas State University and Murray State University. He is a trustee 
of the Charleston Carnegie Public Library, past president of the Consortium of Academic 
and Research Libraries in Illinois and Illinois Library Association, and past officer of the 
Lincoln Trail Libraries System. He was named the 2008 Illinois Academic Librarian of the 
Year.

Bill Schultz Jr. is a cataloging librarian at Booth Library and subject specialist for 
anthropology, sociology and psychology. He received an M.L.S. from Indiana University-
Bloomington and an M.A. in Appalachian studies with a focus on sustainable development 
from Appalachian State University.

Marlene Slough is a professor and acquisitions librarian at Booth Library. She serves as 
subject bibliographer for the areas of art, and family and consumer sciences. She received 
an M.L.I.S. from the University of Missouri-Columbia and an M.A. in English literature 
from Eastern.

Sarah Johnson is a professor and reference librarian at Booth Library and has been at 
Eastern since 2002. She oversees many aspects of electronic resources and serves as the 
subject bibliographer for economics, mathematics and computer science. She earned a B.A. 
in French from Drew University, an M.A. in linguistics from Ohio State University and an 
M.I.L.S. from the University of Michigan. Her most recent book is Historical Fiction II: A 
Guide to the Genre (Libraries Unlimited, 2009).
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Bradley P. Tolppanen is a professor of library services at Booth Library and serves as 
subject librarian for history, Africana studies and military science. He has graduate degrees 
from the University of New Brunswick and the University of Alberta.

Johna Von Behrens is an archives and repository librarian at the Stephen F. Austin State 
University’s R.W. Steen Library in Nacogdoches, Texas. She previously served as a senior 
library specialist in university archives and reference services at Booth Library. She has 
a B.A. and an M.S. in educational administration from Eastern, a certificate in special 
collections from the University of Illinois and an M.L.I.S. with a concentration in archival 
studies from Drexel University.

Sally Van der Graaff is a senior library specialist in the reference department at Booth 
Library. She has bachelor’s degrees in journalism and French from Eastern and a 
master’s degree in library and information science from the University of Illinois. She 
is nearing completion of a master’s degree in English from EIU. Her research interests 
include history, language and culture, and one of her favorite pastimes is visiting art 
galleries to explore visual representations of humanity.

Lee Whitacre has a B.A. degree in English with a minor in creative writing from Eastern. 
She serves as senior library specialist in acquisitions at Booth Library. She is working on an 
M.A. in English literary studies.


