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Gary E. Aylesworth received his Ph.D. from the State University of New York at Stony Brook 
and is currently professor of philosophy at Eastern Illinois University.  His area of specialization 
is contemporary European philosophy, and his publications include translations of Martin 
Heidegger’s Basic Concepts (Indiana University Press, 1993) as well as The Heidegger-Jaspers 
Correspondence, 1920-1963 (Humanity Books, 2003).  He also co-edited The Textual Sublime: 
Deconstruction and Its Differences (SUNY Press, 1990), and has published articles on fi gures such 
as Heidegger, Ricoeur, Gadamer, Lyotard, Derrida and Zizek.  In addition to these essays, he was commissioned to 
write the entry on postmodernism for The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.  Dr. Aylesworth was selected for 
Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers for 2004 and 2005.
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Dick Barta, professor of music and clarinetist, is in his 28th year of service to Eastern Illinois 
University. Teaching assignments and related duties have included studio clarinet, clarinet 
ensembles, conducting, instrumental music education methods, piano for the elementary education 
major, and clarinetist in the Prairie Chamber Winds, and he served as the university’s director of 
bands. He completed graduate studies at the University of Michigan, studying clarinet with Bill 
Stubbins and saxophone with Larry Teal, and at the University of Kansas, studying clarinet with 
Larry Maxey. He has graduate degrees in music education and educational administration from 
the University of Kansas.

Randy Beebe, professor of English at Eastern Illinois University, has taught for more than ten 
years, offering undergraduate and graduate courses in British Romanticism.  He received his Ph.D. 
from Penn State University, completing his dissertation on Percy Shelley.  His current scholarly 
interests include a study of the British novel from 1780-1820 (with specific emphasis on women 
novelists of the controversial Minerva Press) and biographical research on Mary and Percy Shelley 
and other writers in their circle.

Betty T. Bennett is distinguished professor of literature and former dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences at the American University in Washington, D.C.  A major scholar of romantic literature and 
the Shelley Circle, she served as literary consultant in the development of Frankenstein: Penetrating 
the Secrets of Nature, a nationally-touring exhibit sponsored by the National Endowment for the 
Humanities.  She holds the B.A. (magna cum laude) from Brooklyn College, and the M.A. and 
Ph.D. in English and American literature from New York University.

Parley Ann Boswell, professor of English at Eastern Illinois University, received her M.A. in 
colonial American history from University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and a Ph.D. in 
English from Loyola University.  She has numerous publications including, Reel Rituals: Ritual 
Occasions from Baptisms to Funerals in Hollywood Movies, 1945-95. She has twice received the 
Faculty Excellence in Teaching Award.  
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Kathy Bower earned her Ph.D. in civil engineering with a concentration in environmental sciences 
from the University of New Mexico.  She has worked as a consulting engineer in Washington, as a 
high school teacher of science and math in Ohio, and as a research scientist at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory in New Mexico.  She began teaching in 1998, and is an associate professor of geology 
at Eastern Illinois University.  Currently she is interested in changes in the use of geologic resources 
by human communities throughout history.

Dagni Bredesen, assistant professor of English, received her Ph.D. from the University of 
Washington and has been teaching at Eastern Illinois University since 2001.  She specializes in 19th 
century studies and in postcolonial literatures and theories.  She has a number of recent publications 
and two book projects on the go: one on victorian widowhood, entitled Over His Dead Body: 
Widows in Victorian Literature and Culture and a new edition of two texts featuring the fi rst female 
detectives in British fi ction.

Mark M. Christhilf, retired professor of English at Eastern Illinois University, received the Faculty 
Excellence Award in Teaching in 1986.  He is the author of two books: Gracious is the Earth (1992), 
and W.S. Merwin the Mythmaker (1986); and has had several of his poems published, many in 
Modern Age: a Quarterly Review and Midwest Quarterly.  He received his Ph.D. from the University 
of Maryland, College Park in Victorian, modern British, and American literatures. 

Marilyn Joy Coles has combined careers as a performing artist and teacher.  As a professor of music 
at Eastern Illinois University since 1988, she teaches studio voice, vocal diction and vocal literature.  
She received a B.A. from St. Olaf College and M.M. and D.M.A. degrees in vocal performance and 
literature from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  Dr. Coles has performed more than 
60 opera and oratorio roles and specializes in 20th century music.  She appears on the CD Portraits 
of Three Ladies by American composer Edwin London.  In summer 2000, she toured as soloist 
with the Rochester (NY) Oratorio Society in Italy.  In Cleveland, she performed in Santa Claus, an opera by Edwin 
London.  In recent summers, she taught a course titled Understanding Music at the Maastricht (Netherlands) Center 
for Transatlantic Studies.  She also performed as Maria Callas in the play, Master Class, by Terrence McNally.
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Charles Costa earned his Ph.D. in zoology at the University of Maryland, College Park.   As a 
graduate student, his research focused on the physiological adaptations used by aquatic organisms 
that allow them to live in fresh and salt water environments.  Currently his research interests are in 
the area of how protein molecules act as mechanical devices to perform their particular functions in 
the cell.  He teaches general biology, molecular and cell biology, honors biological principles and 
issues, senior seminar: modern biomedical science: promise and problems, and cell physiology as 
associate professor of biological sciences at Eastern Illinois University.  Dr. Costa sometimes feels a connection to 
Victor Frankenstein because one of the techniques he uses to study protein function is to transfer the DNA of one 
organism (a sheep) into another organism (a bacterium) so that it can produce the large quantity of protein required 
for his experiments.

Jose R. Deustua is a Peruvian-born sociologist and historian.  He completed his studies at the 
Universidad Catolica in Lima, Peru, and at the Ecole des Hautes Studes en Sciences Sociales of the 
Sorbonne University in Paris, France, where he earned his doctorate in history.  He was a professor 
at the Universidad de San Marcos in Lima and a researcher at the Instituto de Estudios Peruanos.  
In the United States, he has taught at Stanford University, University of Illinois at Chicago, and at 
Eastern Illinois University, where he is currently an associate professor in the history department.  
His publications include the books, La Mineria Peruana y la Iniciación de la República, 1920-1840 (Lima, 1986), 
the Bewichment of Silver, and the Social Economy of Mining in 19th century Peru (Athens, OH, 2000), as well as 
many articles published in Latin American, European, and U.S. journals.

Jerry Eisenhour, professor of theatre arts, received his M.F.A. at the University of Massachusetts.  
He came to Eastern Illinois University in 1984 and has taught acting, directing, film, theatre 
history, dramatic literature, and script analysis and has acted in plays ranging from Greek tragedy 
to contemporary comedy and children’s shows.  Dr. Eisenhour has adapted and directed the same 
range of plays, including, most recently, Moliere’s The Imaginary Invalid, Tennessee Williams’ The 
Glass Menagerie, and A.R. Gurney’s What I Did Last Summer. His book, Joe Leblang’s Cut-Rate 
Ticket Empire and the Broadway Theatre, 1894-1931, was published last year.

Stefani Engelstein is an assistant professor of German at the University of Missouri-Columbia.  
Her research focuses on intersections between the life sciences and British and German literature in 
the Romantic period.  She has published on such topics as William Blake and obstetrics, Heinrich 
von Kleist and amputation, and E.T.A. Hoffmann and the mechanics of reproduction.  She is 
completing a book entitled Anxious Anatomy:  The Conception of the Human Form in Literary and 
Naturalist Discourse.
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Marie Fero, assistant professor of early childhood, elementary and middle-level education at 
Eastern Illinois University holds degress in music, elementary education, and educational leadership 
from Northern Arizona University. Dr. Fero has served as a teacher of K-12 music, elementary 
classroom, Title I classroom, and gifted education. She has been an elementary principal, chair of 
education, and an instructor of teacher education at six institutions around the country.  She will 
serve on the Technology Task Force for the Second National Congress on Education in Washington, 
D.C., this fall.

Peter Hesterman, professor of music at Eastern Illinois University since 1978, is the director of 
the music theory and composition division and the coordinator of the M.A. in music program. He 
teaches music theory, aural training, composition, analysis, orchestration, and counterpoint. He 
holds degrees in music from the Conservatory of Music at Capital University and the Eastman 
School of Music of the University of Rochester.

Ruth Hoberman, professor of English at Eastern Illinois University, has taught since 1984.  Her 
Ph.D. is from Columbia University, where she specialized in 20th century British literature.   
Among her publications include Modernizing Lives:  Experiments in English Biography 1918-
1939 (Southern Illinois UP, 1987) and Gendering Classicism:  the Ancient World in 20th Century 
Women’s Historical Fiction (State University of New York Press, 1997), and she co-edited 
with Kathryn Benzel Trespassing Boundaries: Virginia Woolf’s Short Fiction (Palgrave, 2005).  
Her interest in monsters derives from her work for a senior seminar that she has taught extensively entitled The 
Monstrous in Literature. 

Don Holly, assistant professor of anthropology at Eastern Illinois University, received his Ph.D. 
in anthropology from Brown University in 2002. An archaeologist, he conducts fi eldwork on the 
island of Newfoundland where his work focuses on the archaeological record of the Beothuk 
Indians and their predecessors. His other research interests include native North American hunters 
and gatherers, the archaeology of subarctic North America, and the intellectual and historical 
relationships between anthropology and geography.  
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Bonnie Irwin is dean of the Honors College and a professor of English at Eastern Illinois University.  
She earned her Ph.D. in comparative literature from the University of California at Berkeley, 
where she studied the medieval literatures of Spain, Portugal, and the Middle East. She is currently 
working on an edited collection of essays on teaching the 1001 Nights. 

Chris Kahler received his B.F.A. at Ohio Wesleyan University in 1991. He studied at Parsons 
School of Art and Design and the American University in Paris. He has an M.A. from Eastern 
Illinois University and an M.F.A. from Northwestern University. He is represented by Gescheide 
Gallery in Chicago and Bruno David Gallery in St. Louis.  Chris is currently an associate professor 
and art graduate coordinator at Eastern Illinois University.

Karla Kennedy-Hagan obtained her Ph.D. from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
and both her B.S. and M.S. degrees from Eastern Illinois University.  Her area of practice is the field 
of nutrition and dietetics.  She holds the credentials of registered dietitian through the American 
Dietetic Association and licensed dietitian through the State of Illinois.  Karla has practiced in 
the clinical, wellness, community, academic, and administrative areas of dietetics and has been a 
member of the Eastern Illinois University faculty for the past seven years and currently serves as an 
assistant professor of family and consumer sciences.  Karla enjoys teaching undergraduate and graduate students in 
the family and consumer sciences program, where she also coordinates the graduate dietetic internship program.

John Kilgore obtained his Ph.D. from the University of California, Irvine and has been teaching 
literature and creative writing since the last comet destroyed all the other dinosaurs.  Dr. Kilgore 
currently serves as a professor of English and has published essays, stories, poems and whatnot 
in a variety of print and online journals, including McCall’s, The Nebraska Review, Chronicles, 
TheScreamOnline, and Agora. His 1986 essay on the Rocky Horror Picture Show, placing the film 
in the tradition of Frankenstein adaptations, appeared in Eros in the Mind’s Eye, an anthology from 
Greenwood Press. More recently he has been a regular columnist for the Vocabula Review and its online incarnation, 
Vocabula Bound. He is currently working on a book to be called Don’t Shoot the English Teacher: Essays in Defense 
of Nitpicking.
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Allen Lanham has been professor and dean of Library Services for the past 14 years and is 
chair of the Frankenstein: Penetrating the Secrets of Nature traveling exhibit at Eastern Illinois 
University.  He completed his M.L.I.S. at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and holds 
a Ph.D. from the University of Rochester.  He is the former chair of the music department at the 
Interamerican University of Puerto Rico.  Dr. Lanham is immediate past president of the Illinois 
Library Association, has served as the chair of the Illinois Cooperative Collection Management 
Program and the Illinois State Library Advisory Committee, vice president of the Lincoln Trail Libraries System 
board of directors, and is a trustee of the Charleston Carnegie Public Library.  He is active in several state and 
national library associations, and has made presentations in a variety of venues on library renovation and design, 
collection management, and library administration. He has recently served the U.S. Department of State for library 
programs in Costa Rica and Peru.

Georgepierre Lebrón is a Ph.D. candidate in English at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign where he teaches various species of film offerings at the introductory and intermediate 
levels. He has given papers and presentations on the impact and pervasiveness of digital technology 
within cinema, including Consuming Globally/Watching Locally: National Cinema in the Age 
of Globalization and Going Beyond the Film: Cinema, DVD and the Embodied Spectator.  His 
dissertation project is a focused attempt to tease out the ramifications of the dispersed cinematic 
screen mobilized by digital technology. However, like most who study film, George spends a good 
deal of time sitting in the dark with strangers, a habit most conducive to watching horror films.

Peter Loewen earned his Ph.D. at the University of Southern California and is currently associate 
professor of musicology at Eastern Illinois University.  Dr. Loewen specializes in the music of the 
Middle Ages, especially chant, song, and drama. He has presented papers and published widely 
on these subjects in the United States and abroad. He teaches survey courses in music history and 
a graduate seminar in music research. He has also led graduate and honors seminars on topics 
dealing with Medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque music. Loewen has won a number of awards 
for his research and teaching. He is a member of several learned societies including the American 
Musicological Society, the Medieval Academy of America, and the Canadian University Music 
Society.
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Nancy Marlow, Eastern Illinois University’s 2004-05 Professor Laureate, teaches in the School 
of Business.  She has earned two degrees from Eastern Illinois University and a D.B.A. from 
Mississippi State University.  During her 20 years at Eastern, she has taught international marketing, 
principles of marketing, marketing management, marketing strategies, consumer behavior, retailing, 
marketing research, and statistics.  Internationally, she has participated in the AACSB-Keizai Koho 
Center Japan Study Tour and taught at the Center for Trans-Atlantic Studies in Maastrict in the 
Netherlands.  She has published in Journal of Business Ethics, Journal of Non-Profit and Public Sector Marketing, 
Human Resources Planning Journal, Journal of Business Strategies, Cases in Strategic Management, Journal of the 
Association of Marketing Educators, and numerous proceedings.  Her research interests include consumer behavior, 
marketing education, assessment, and women in business.

Janet T. Marquardt, professor of art history at Eastern Illinois University, received her B.A., M.A., 
and Ph.D. at the University of California, Los Angeles in between careers in systems design for 
the savings and loan industry and as the director of the Los Angeles Commission on Assaults 
Against Women.  Dr. Marquardt began teaching art history and women’s studies at Eastern Illinois 
University in 1986, and then served as chair of the art department of the University of South 
Florida in Tampa, 1992-1994. Returning to Eastern Illinois University, Dr. Marquardt organized 
and wrote the catalog for a traveling exhibition called Objects of Personal Significance and began publishing regular 
articles on contemporary women artists. She is the lead author of the textbook Frames of Reference: Art, History, 
and the World, published 2003 by McGraw-Hill.  In 2004, she was named Eastern Illinois University’s Woman 
of Achievement. She recently completed a two-year leave of absence after receiving a National Endowment for 
the Humanities fellowship to work on a monograph about the development of the heritage site at the Abbey of 
Cluny. Entitled Site Relics: The Afterlife of the Abbey of Cluny, this study has been the subject of published articles 
and lectures she has given around the United States and in France, including the Robert Branner Forum series at 
Columbia University and the Rosemary Coffey Memorial Art History lectures at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. Dr. Marquardt will be an invited scholar in residence at the Centre d’Études Supérieures de Civilisation 
Médievale at the Université de Poitiers during 2006.

Kip McGilliard is associate professor of biological sciences at Eastern Illinois University.  He 
received his B.S. degree in zoology from Michigan State University and his Ph.D. in pharmacology 
from the University of Minnesota.  Dr. McGilliard teaches human physiology, animal physiology, 
and endocrinology.  His research involves the effects of drugs on the control of breathing in 
newborn rats.  He advises pre-pharmacy students, serves on the University Judicial Board, and is 
chair of the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee.
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Jeff Mishur is a guide and lecturer. He earned his B.A. and M.A. in art history from Northern Illinois 
University. A university professor for more than 15 years, he speaks on a variety of art-related 
topics. In 1999, he and Michelle Paluch-Mishur presented at the Laconi-Outreach/Promotion/
Programming Showcase event titled The Best of the Best III, an event to introduce speakers and 
performers. Mishur is also a member of the Illinois Humanities Council’s speakers’ bureau, the 
Road Scholars.  Recently, he was featured on Fox News in the Morning as an expert on Chicago’s 
public sculpture.  A lifelong resident of the Chicago area, Jeff  leads tours of Chicago art museums 
and architectural sites. 

Mark Mossman received his Ph.D. from Saint Louis University in 1998.  He joined the faculty 
at Western Illinois University in August 2001, after teaching at Bethany College in West Virginia.  
Mark has had work published in such journals as College English, Nineteenth Century Feminisms, 
Postmodern Culture, and Post Identity.   His essay Pleasure, Pain, and the Discourses of Industry: 
The Disabled Body as Cultural Object has recently been accepted for publication in a collection ten-
tatively entitled The Productivity of Pain.  This essay is part of Mark’s current project on disability 
and the emergence of British Romanticism.

Maureen Catherine Murchie was born in the United States but was raised in Sendai, Japan. Upon 
graduation from her Japanese high school, she attended Baylor University, where she received her 
B.A. (magna cum laude) and Masters in Music.  Her doctoral work was in violin performance 
under Peter Schaffer at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. She currently serves as an 
instructor at Eastern Illinois University teaching both academic and applied music. Maureen also 
serves as concertmaster of the Eastern Symphony Orchestra.

David Raybin, professor of English at Eastern Illinois University, received a Ph.D. in English and 
comparative literature from Columbia University.  A specialist in medieval literature, he is editor 
of The Chaucer Review, the author of numerous articles on Chaucer and medieval studies, and the 
editor of two essay collections: Rebels and Rivals: The Contestive Spirit in the Canterbury Tales 
(with Susanna Fein and Steven Braeger) and Closure in the Canterbury Tales: the Role of the 
Parson’s Tale (with Linda Holley).  He was named Eastern Illinois University’s Professor Laureate 
for 2002-2003.

Dana Ringuette, professor and chair of English at Eastern Illinois University, teaches 19th and 
20th century American and British literature and literary and critical theory.  He received his Ph.D. 
from the University of Washington, Seattle, in 1987.  His published work focuses on such writers 
as Henry James, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Charles Sanders Peirce, William Carlos Williams, Iris 
Murdoch, and J. M. Coetzee, and on such issues as technology and the humanities and the future of 
literary studies.

39



A Traveling Exhibition to America’s Libraries

Richard Robert Rossi, assistant professor of music, conducts the Eastern Symphony Orchestra, 
Eastern Symphony Chamber Orchestra, University Mixed Chorus, Concert Choir, and Oratorio 
Society and teaches conducting, choral arranging, organ, and voice. In addition to his conducting 
and teaching schedule, Dr. Rossi conducts and performs as countertenor both nationally and 
internationally.  He received his M.F.A. in orchestral and choral conducting at Carnegie Mellon 
University, a B.M. in music education at Saint Vincent College, and completed his doctoral work in 
conducting at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  In addition to his guest conducting, teaching, singing 
and playing career, Richard is the organist at the First Presbyterian Church in Champaign and composes sacred and 
secular music for performance and publication through G.I.A. Publications. 

Don G. Smith earned his Ph.D. from Southern Illinois University and is currently an associate 
professor of educational foundations at Eastern Illinois University.  He is the author of four books: 
Lon Chaney Jr.; The Poe Cinema; H.G. Wells on Film; and H.P. Lovecroft in Popular Culture. He 
has also authored several book chapters on Frankenstein fi lms and published articles in Filmfax, 
Midnight Marquee, Scarlet Street, and other genre magazines.

Grant Sterling, assistant professor of philosophy at Eastern Illinois University, received his Ph.D. 
from the University of Iowa, and is currently serving as vice president of the Illinois Philosophical 
Association.  He specializes in medieval philosophy and ethics.   In addition to his book, Ethical 
Intuitionism and Its Critics, he has published an article on J.R.R. Tolkien’s philosophy.

Carol Stevens, professor of English at Eastern Illinois University, has taught for 24 years since 
completion of her Ph.D. in 16th and earlier 17th century literature at Bowling Green State 
University.  She has, with David Stevens, co-authored J.R.R. Tolkien: The Art of the Mythmaker, 
as well as written numerous essays on women’s studies, utopian literature, and the art of David 
Wiesner.  Her activities include having chaired the Science Fiction and Fantasy area of the Popular 
Culture Association and served on the board of the Society for Utopian Studies.
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Susan Teicher, assistant professor of piano and coordinator of accompanying at Eastern Illinois 
University, received her musical training at the Juilliard School where she received her B.A. and 
M.A., and at Peabody where she received her D.M.A. degree.  Her piano instructors have included 
Leon Fleisher, Claude Frank, Rosina Lhevinne, Martin Canin, and William Masselos. In 1979, she 
presented her debut solo recital at Carnegie Recital Hall under the auspices of Artists International 
Presentations, and performed two subsequent recitals there in 1980 and 1981. While living in Sydney, 
Australia, she served on the piano faculty at the Sydney Conservatory and performed widely as soloist, chamber 
musician and orchestral pianist with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra. Recent performances have included two as 
soloist with the Illinois Symphony Orchestra under conductor Kenneth Kiesler, several with symphony orchestras 
performing two-piano arrangements of Ferrante and Teicher, and many chamber recitals in Illinois and the New 
York City area. In January 2003, she presented a live radio broadcast on WILL-FM at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign which was awarded the communicator awards’ top prize, the Crystal Award for Excellence.  Dr. 
Teicher is a member of M.T.N.A.

Ashley Tellis received his B.A. and M.A. at Bombay University and his Ph.D. at the University 
of Cambridge, England. He currently serves as an assistant professor in contemporary British and 
anglophone literatures in the English Department at Eastern Illinois University. His interests include 
postcolonial women’s writing, gay and lesbian writing, and the literatures of ethnic minorities.

Charles C. Wharram is visiting assistant professor of English at Eastern Illinois University. He 
received a B.A. Honours from McGill University, and a Ph.D. in English language and literature 
with a minor in German literature from the University of Minnesota, and has taught at the Palacky 
University in the Czech Republic and the Salzburger Universitaet in Austria.  Dr. Wharram 
researches the intersection of Romantic literature and translation studies.  Although his work on the 
gothic centers on the figure of Horace Walpole, he is currently writing on the connection between 
Frankenstein and the translation of travelogues.  He has published articles on the German writers Heinrich von 
Kleist and Novalis, and has just completed a review of Marshall Brown’s The Gothic Text for the literary journal 
Gothic Studies.
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Bailey K. Young, professor of history at Eastern Illinois University, received his Ph.D. at the 
University of Pennsylvania and studied at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes in Paris.  As a 
specialist in Merovingian funerary archaeology, who has published widely on this subject in French 
and English (most recently in Ancient Europe: Encyclopedia of the Barbarian World, edited by 
Peter Bogucki and Pam Crabtree, Charles Scribners Sons, 2004), he has excavated the graves of 
many deceased ancient European, some of them monks, some of them furnished with rings and buckles and even 
with weapons.  An archaeologist who has worked on medieval religious sites in France, he currently directs an 
archaeology program at Walhain Castle in Belgium, involving university students.

Keith Wright, assistant professor, flautist, and director of the recording studio at Eastern Illinois 
University, received a B.M. and M.M. from the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of 
Music, and his D.M.A. from the University of Kansas. His flute instructors have included Rebecca 
Andres, George Hambrecht, and John Boulton.  His orchestral and chamber music career includes 
performances with the National Symphony Orchestra, Kansas City Symphony, and the San Antonio 
Symphony. Dr. Wright is active in the Kennedy Center and National Symphony Arts Education Outreach Programs, 
and has participated in the Lincoln Center Mostly Mozart Festival. As a recording engineer, he has produced 
critically acclaimed recordings. Other research and teaching interests include the integration of multiple applications 
of advanced learning, and performance software and hardware.
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