


Photo Archive and Geology
Databases Added

Last month, Booth Library added a photo
archive and a geology database to its list of
over 70 online databases.

AccuNet/AP Photo Archive

AccuNet/AP Photo Archive is an exciting new
database containing a searchable collection
of almost 500,000 news photos from the As-
sociated Press archives. Available photos
date back as far as the 1840s. The database
includes full captions with each photo, de-
scribing the event or individual depicted. AP
Photo Archive is updated daily, making it a
source of breaking news photos as well as
archival material. The database allows
searching by name, location and date, and
photos may be downloaded. It is accessible
though the Electronic Resources page, un-
der “Full Text Index” and “News, Facts and
People.”

GeoRef

GeoRef, produced by the American Geologi-
cal Institute, provides citations to nearly 2 mil-
lion records about Geology and Earth Sci-
ences. The entries correspond to the Bibliog-
raphy and Index of Geology, with coverage
from 1785 to the present. International cov-
erage is included from 1933 to the present
and the database is updated every two weeks.
GeoRef is a FirstSearch database. It is ac-
cessible through our Electronic Resources
page, under “Science & Technology.”

Library to Purchase
Reading M achine

Booth Library has secured a grant in the amount of
$2500 to purchase a Galileo reading machine. The
FY 2000 Educate and Automate Fast Start — Assistive
Technology Grants were made available for the pur-
chase of equipment that will assist individuals with
disabilitiesin accessing resources and services at Illi-
noislibraries. The Galileo Reading System is a stand-
alonereading device that reads aloud all sorts of printed
documents including books, magazines, newspapers
and letters as well as computer diskettes. This ma-
chine is marketed primarily for individuals with vi-
sual impairments, but the device could also benefit
those with dyslexia as well as other cognitive-related
or learning-related reading problems. The Galileo will
be available at Booth Library in the Fall semester. For
further information, please call Reference Services
(581-6072). Carl Lorber, head of Reference, coordi-
nates this grant effort.

L ocal History Acquisition

The University Archives and Specia Collections has
recently obtained amajor collection of pre-1950 pho-
tographs, postcards, and memorabilia from Charles-
ton, Mattoon, and Eastern l1linois University. The
collection was acquired from William Smith, profes-
sor of Leisure Studies. Some of these materials were
featured recently in the Centennial Exhibit of Old
Main held in the Tarble Arts Center. Booth Library
remains committed to enhancing its collections of lo-
cal history materials.

Booth Library to Participatein
Online Social Services Directory

Booth Library is participating as a stakeholder in an
online social services resource directory whichis be-
ing developed in Coles County and six surrounding
counties. NinaPals, librarian at Sarah Bush Lincoln
Health Center, spearheaded the initiative which is
funded by grants from the Library Servicesand Tech-
nology Act and Women and Children First. This
searchable, comprehensive directory will index so-
cial agencies in the seven-county area and will be
freely available over the Internet. Pamela Ortega, bib-
liographer for Women'’ s Studies, represents Booth
Library on this project.



